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Greetings from the Governor General 

What a grand time we had at the First 

Families of Kentucky’s fall luncheon at the 

Lexington Country Club.  The Reverend Sonny 

Smith made the arrangements for us where we 

had a wonderful gathering with 84 reservations.  

 Before the luncheon our Chaplain 

General, Shirley Settle, held the Memorial 

Services for our two departed members, Cheryl 

McClosky (Mrs. Thomas) and the Reverend 

Doctor Dixon Barr.  Rev. Smith also spoke about 

his friend Dr. Barr.    

 After the luncheon 

the Treasurer General, 

Lynn Shea, introduced her 

friend and speaker Mr. 

Byron Crawford, formerly 

with The Courier Journal 

of Louisville, Kentucky.  

He spoke on “Kentucky 

Humor.”  If you were unable to attend, you 

missed a great program as Mr. Crawford kept us 

entertained and laughing throughout his talk. 

 Our membership continues to increase 

due to the enthusiasm of our members.  Thank 

you.  Do you think we could have 100 present at 

our Annual Meeting at the Pendennis Club?  

Please give it first place on your calendar.  I’ll be 

looking forward to seeing you there!   

God keep you in His care,   

Mary David Myles, Governor General 

Fourth Annual Banquet                  

Saturday the twelfth of June     

Two thousand and ten        

Pendennis Club                              

218 West Muhammad Ali Boulevard 

Louisville, Kentucky   

Social hour at Seven o’clock       

Dinner at half past Seven o’clock  

$60.00 per person  

White tie preferred                     

Black tie acceptable   

Program by Theodore W. Wright  

“The Two Families of Locust Grove”  

First Families of Kentucky 

Table of Contents:   

   Governor General Message .……………………………….  1 

   Announcements ………………………………………….….….  1 

   2009-2011 Officers …………………………………………....  2 

   Marking Ceremony …………………………………………….  2 

   Proposed Amendments ……………..……………..……….  2 

   Lexington Luncheon …………………..………………..  3 & 4 

   Mace .…………...……………………………………………………  5 

   Martin Rose ...…………………………………………………….  5 

   Benedict Swope, Sr. ……………………………………………  6 

   William & Frances Coomes …………………………………  7 

   Abraham Sharp …….……………………………………………   8 

   Benjamin Logan ..………………………………………..  9 & 10 

 



2 

2009-2011 Officers 
First Families of Kentucky 

Founded 30 April 2005 
 

Governor General 
Mary David Myles 

myles12@bellsouth.net 
502-633-2508 

 
Deputy Governor General 

William Buckaway, Jr. 
bbuckaway@aol.com 

wbuckaway@tilfordlaw.com 
502-459-3642 

 
Treasurer General 

Lynn T. Shea 
bentwoodlynn@bellsouth.net 

502-245-1360 
 

Registrar General 
Ann Y. Franklin 

AnnFran1923@bellsouth.net 
502-425-7583 

 
Secretary General 

Arthur H. Dietz, Jr. 
artdietz@insightbb.com 

502-363-5549 
 

Historian General 
William C. Schrader III 
SchrdrWC@aol.com 

502-561-1959 
 

Chancellor General 
C. William Swinford 

859-268-7850 
 

Chaplain General 
Shirley Settle 
502-458-7957 

 
Editor of The Kentuckian 

Frieda Curtis-Wheatley 
502-426-2780 

 
Honorary Governors General 

Ronald D. Bryant 
rdbkinnersley@bellsouth.net 

859-272-3611 
 

Jack J. Early 
502-426-6078 

 
www.firstfamiliesofkentucky.org 

 
Please send photos & articles for the next news-
letter  to   600   Hatherleigh Lane,  Louisville,   KY 
40222.   Approx. times of  publication  are 1st of 
May and September.  The  Kentuckian   respects 
contributors  copyrights,  &  requires permission 
to publish  free with credit. Comments welcome.  

Governor General, Mary David Myles, was invited to 

represent The First Families of Kentucky on July 11, 2009, at 

the Marking Ceremony for the historic Bray Place on 

Bashford Manor Lane in Louisville.  Pictured above are Mary 

David Myles, Alberta Baker, Pat Hughes, Cynthia Cooke, 

Patricia Fikes, and Pat Vincent. 

Proposed Amendments to the Constitution and    

By-Laws of the First Families of Kentucky 

Proposal 1: 

In Article 8, Section 8.1, delete the phrase “or by proxy.”  In 

Article 8, Section 8.4, delete the words “in person or by 

proxy vote” and substitute the word “present.”  In Article 10, 

Section 10.1, delete the words “in person or by proxy” and 

substitute the word “present.” 

(The intent of this proposal is to eliminate proxy voting for 

amendments.  This does not address voting absentee for 

officers.) 

Proposal 2: 

In Article 10, Section 10.1, delete the words “at any 

membership” and substitute the words “at any Annual 

Dinner Meeting.” 

(The intent of this proposal is to restrict amendments to the 

one meeting per year which is the formal dinner meeting.  

The term “Annual Dinner Meeting” is used to reference this 

meeting in Article 8, Section 8.4.) 
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Second Annual Event  

Speaker Byron Crawford Lexington Country Club Luncheon October 17, 2009 

Rev. Paul Smith and Mary David Myles 

Ann Franklin and Ron Shea 

Jeanette and Francis Wortham 

William Schrader and Carol Winebrenner 
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Charlene & Henry Head 

Michael Christian, Ron Shea, and Fay Charpentier Ford 

Frieda and J. Murel Wheatley 

Barbara and Ken Bohn 

Jean and Art Dietz 

Jeanette Wortham, William Buckaway 

and Francis Wortham 
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 A ceremonial mace is one of the oldest 

symbols of authority in history.  Originally, a soldier or 

knight bore a mace into battle.  When maces became 

impractical to use in warfare, they then became 

symbolic.  In centuries gone by, the mace was carried 

before a monarch as a visible image of his power.  In 

later times, the mace became symbolic of an 

institution, such as the House of Parliament.  The 

United States House of Representatives has a 

ceremonial mace.   

 Colleges and universities have adopted a mace 

as a symbol of their institutions, and in collegiate 

processions the mace is proudly carried to remind 

students and faculty of the power of education.  They 

can be huge, elaborate works of art, or they can be 

small and simple.   

 The mace of the First Families of Kentucky is 

fashioned on the fasces carried by Roman Tribunes.  

The bound sticks proclaim unity, and the mace itself 

proclaims authority.  The First Families of Kentucky’s 

mace also has one of the oldest representations of 

the great seal of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  

The gold leaf on the mace head denotes purity of 

purpose of the First Families of Kentucky.   

 When a formal meeting of the First Families of 

Kentucky is held, the mace is borne into the room by 

one of the organization’s members. It is held upright 

by the bearer, who firmly grasps the handle.  The 

mace must always be borne upright during the 

procession.  Then the mace is laid before the lectern 

or podium, and the bearer retires to his or her seat.   

                                                                            Ron Bryant 

Mace 

 Martin Rose was born in 1760 in New York.  

He was the son of Godlove (Gotliff/Gotlieb) Rose and 

Barbary (?) who were from Germany.  The family 

was in New York by 1760 and in Bedford Co., 

Pennsylvania as early as 1776.  Godlove Rose 

purchased 600 acres of land in Jefferson County, 

(Kentucky) on 4 August 1790 and was living in the 

county with his family at that time.  Martin had two 

brothers, Lewis and Matthias, and two sisters, 

Jemima and Deniza. 

 Martin Rose married Rebecca Thukston, 

daughter of Jno. Thukston, on 30 December 1786 in 

Jefferson County, (KY).  He died on 8 May 1828 in 

Knox County, Indiana.  Children of Martin Rose and 

Rebecca Thukston were: Mathias, born 30 January 

1792, and died 25 December 1835 in Knox Co., IN at 

age 43; Mary, born 1794, died 8 April 1825. She 

married (1)William Wester Holmes and (2)Thomas 

Scott Sr.; Charles, born 1797, died 1 Dec. 1821, at 

age 24 in Indiana; Jemima Drake, born 24 April 1798 

in Bullitt Co., KY., married Jacob Harper, son of 

George Harper and Mary Elliott, on 20 Nov. 1817 in 

Knox Co., IN., died in 1871 in Lincoln Co., KY; Nancy, 

born before 1800; Melinda, born 20 Feb. 1809, and 

married Henry K. Wise, son of Henry Wise and 

Catherine (?) Wise, on 7 Jan. 1834, died 9 Nov. 1878 

in Knox Co., IN at the age of 69.   

 In 1782 Martin Rose entered 400 acres upon 

a certificate granted by the County Court of Jefferson 

Co., KY, “on the waters of a big creek that runs into 

Kentucky, six miles above Drennon’s Lick Creek, on 

the south side of the Kentucky lying on the head of a 

Long Fork that makes up to head of the creek where 

Squire Boone’s name is yet on a stone and a tree at 

the head of the springs.”  Four hundred acres was 

deeded to Rose as assignee of Samuel Wells who 

was assignee of John McClean.  Later, in 1790, he 

purchased 150 acres of land in Jefferson Co., KY on 

Floyd’s Fork.  He sold the 150 acres on 19 August 

 

Preserve your ancestors’ Kentucky history by sending 

his/her story to the Kentuckian. Stories should be 

approximately 600 words or less and all stories will 

be edited for clarity and length.  Please send photos 

and articles for the next newsletter to the Editor.     

Martin Rose 
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1807.  In 1812 he is listed in Knox Co., Indiana.  He 

purchased 400 acres in Knox Co. on 9 June 1807.  On 

1 January 1808 he purchased an additional 400 

acres.  He lived in Indiana until his death and was 

buried in the Upper Indiana Presbyterian Church 

Cemetery, not too far from his home.   

 During the War of 1812 Martin Rose and his 

son, Mathias, were with Gen. William Henry Harrison 

at the Battle of Tippecanoe.  A fort was built on his 

land in Knox County but was never attacked.  While 

in Kentucky Martin Rose was a private in a 

detachment of Jefferson County Militia under the 

command of Capt. Aquilla Whitaker from 20 June 

1782 to 26 July 1782.  He was in the Lincoln County 

Militia, on the frontiers, under Capt. John Doherty on 

22 July 1782; and in Capt. James Ray’s Company of 

Lincoln County Militia on the expedition against the 

Shawnee Indians under command of George Rogers 

Clark, Brigadier General, from 23 October to 22 Nov. 

1782. 

Martin Rose is the third great-grandfather of  

Col. Douglas A. Harper,  

the 96th member of the First Families of Kentucky.   

Benedict Swope Sr. 

Benedict Swope Sr./Benedictus Schwab was 

born in the Conestoga area of York County, 

Pennsylvania on March 9, 1730/31.  His father was 

Johann George Schwab and his mother was Anna 

Marie Keydel.  They had emigrated to America on 

the ship “William and Sarah” on September 18, 1727 

from Lieme, Germany.  Benedict Sr. married Marie 

Susannah Welker on October 8, 1751 at 

Goshenhoppen Reformed Church by Rev. George 

Michael Weiss.  Maria had been baptized into this 

church in August, 1731.  Benedict became a business 

owner in the Tavern and Iron Furnace business as 

well as buying and selling land in Pennsylvania and 

Maryland.  He moved his family to the Westminster, 

Maryland area in 1763 where he was a ruling elder 

at St. Benjamin’s Reformed Church.  He then moved 

to Baltimore where he was ordained as a minister in 

The German Reformed Lutheran Church.  He 

ministered at Pipes Creek as well as other churches in 

the area.  He ministered with both Francis Asbury and 

W. Otterbein.  He purchased all of the right side of 

the Conewago road at Reisterstown, Maryland.  The 

Reisters family owned the left side going south.  He 

owned considerable acreage and called it 

Germantown, enticing others from York County to 

settle near him.  The large brick and stone home that 

he built in 1770 is still standing and is listed on the 

national register.   

Benedict Sr. was reported to have been in 

Kentucky as early as 1774.  History also has him 

residing at Logans Fort (St. Asaphs) very early.   He 

returned to Maryland where he helped to fund the 

troops as well as being a Chaplain in the Revolution.  

Swope was back in Kentucky County, Virginia by 1779

-1780 with his sons.  Kentucky County became 

Lincoln, Jefferson, and Fayette in 1780.  He settled in 

Lincoln County where he was a very large landholder, 

became a member of The Kentucky Constitutional 

Convention and represented Kentucky when it 

became a state.  He ministered to several 

denominations and was instrumental in the formation 

of The Dutch Presbyterian Church in Lexington.  

Swope died in Garrard County on March 30, 1811. His 

wife, Maria, died in March, 1795.  They are said to 

have been buried in the Swope family cemetery near 

Bryantsville but the exact location of the plots are 

unknown.  As stated above, he had four sons who 

came to Kentucky before 1779, Benedict Jr., David, 

Jacob, and John.  John was killed by Indians in 

Jefferson County in 1782.  Together they had over 

55,000 acres in treasury warrants.   

My lineage is through Benedict Jr. born March 

16, 1756, in York County, Pennsylvania.  He married 

Margaret Keener on December 13, 1777 in Baltimore, 

Maryland.  Their children were Samuel, Elizabeth, 

Margaret, John, Nancy, Jesse, and Sarah.  Benedict Jr. 
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had a 1,400-acre warrant in Lincoln County which 

became Madison and then Garrard County near 

Bryantsville.  Although having many other treasury 

warrants of his own and with his father, he remained 

on this farm and is buried there.  My lineage 

continues through Samuel, born in 1786, who married 

Artimecia Kemper, daughter of John Kemper and 

Judith Burdett on April 3, 1810 at Forks of Dix Baptist 

Church, Garrard County.  Children of Samuel and 

Artimecia were John Kemper Swope and Elcinda 

Swope.  Elcinda married Telephus Pepper Thompson, 

son of Andrew and Elizabeth Pepper Thompson of 

Mason County, at Forks Church on December 20, 

1838.  The couple was married by John Kemper’s son, 

Burdett Kemper.  They lived and farmed on Millcreek 

Road in Mason County, Kentucky on the Thompson/

Pepper family farm.  The only son of this union was 

Benjamin F. Thompson, who married Annie Davis in 

Woodford County, Kentucky on September 5, 1871.  

The eldest son of Benjamin F. and Annie, Benjamin M. 

Thompson, married Mary Martin in Woodford County 

on October 6, 1897.   The oldest daughter of 

Benjamin M. and Mary, Ellen Thompson, married my 

father, Enos Price Rarden, in Woodford County, 

Kentucky on February 27, 1924.  I was born in Port 

Clinton, Ohio, on September 9, 1932, one of twin 

boys.   

Harold W. Rarden   

William and Frances Coomes 

At this time there were few outposts north of 

the Kentucky River and the Mingo Indians were on 

the attack.  Several settlers, leaving to go for supplies 

and ammunition, were killed or taken prisoner by 

the Indians.  All but two outposts were then 

abandoned and survivors fled to Harrodsburg for 

refuge.  The two surviving settlements, Boones-

borough and Logan’s Station, were defended by 40 

and 20 men, respectively.  Col. John Bowman spent 

the summer preparing two regiments to reinforce 

the Kentucky settlements.  In his absence Maj. 

George Rogers Clark was the top military authority in 

Kentucky County.  Under his command were four 

veterans of Indian warfare, including Daniel Boone.  

There was little peace to be kept as the surviving 

settlements lay in the path of the British and Indian 

attacks on Virginia’s western front.  Britain’s Gen. 

Hamilton offered a reward to the Indians for each 

white man’s scalp they brought back.  The 

Harrodsburg Committee sent a letter to the Virginia 

Council stating their situation and requesting aid. 

In the spring of 1777 two men, William 

Coomes and T. Shores, along with two teen age boys, 

had been sent to clear a plot of ground near 

Shawnee Springs, about ten miles from Fort Harrod.  

At noon, Shores and the two boys walked to a 

nearby sugar camp for water.  Coomes, alarmed at 

their prolonged absence, walked toward the camp 

but spied a large group of Indians headed toward 

him.  He immediately jumped behind the trunk of a 

tree  and the Indians passed by.  Coomes then 

headed for the sugar camp.  A rescue party sent 

from the fort found only one scalped body.  

The completion of Fort Harrod had been 

delayed all winter.  Settlers now worked through the 

night, filling gaps in the fort’s palisades, hanging the 

heavy gates and manning the lookout post within 

the fort.  The Indians continued to be active.  They 

set fire to the shop outside the fort, enticing the men 

to respond, resulting in more settlers being killed.  

Approximately 30 to 40 Indians continued to roam 

In the spring of 1775 William and Frances Jane 

Coomes of Maryland joined a party guided by 

Abraham and Isaac Hite and moved to Harrod’s 

Settlement in Kentucky County, Virginia.  Enroute, the 

group camped at Drilling’s Lick (present day Frankfort 

area) for seven weeks.  Here Mrs. Coomes, aided by 

those of the party not engaged in hunting, began the 

process of making salt.  She boiled spring water and 

with evaporation, salt residue remained.  The group 

moved on and settled at Fort Harrod. 
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the area around Harrodsburg, stealing livestock and 

burning crops.  The Indians were on the attack at the 

other two forts also.  Logan’s Fort, the southernmost 

and smallest settlement, located 22 miles distance, 

now down to 12 men endured the longest siege.    

With the arrival of more families, Fort Harrod 

and Harrodsburg began taking on the atmosphere of 

a community.  The citizens urgently requested Mrs. 

Coomes to teach the children and she accepted.  

One of the log buildings was offered for use as a 

schoolhouse.  Mrs. Coomes cut bark from trees and 

carved a letter of the alphabet on each piece of 

wood.  She did the same for numbers.  The children 

were taught their numbers and letters, and then 

spelling, arithmetic, and reading after the books 

arrived.  On rough hewn benches over a hard, dirt 

floor, in a cabin with greased paper windows, 

surrounded by an Indian infested wilderness, the 

pioneer children learned.   

Mrs. Coomes also assisted Dr. George Hart in 

caring for the wounded.  When he was going to 

amputate the leg of a soldier, she asked the doctor 

to wait and let her treat the wound.  He agreed to 

the request, and the leg healed. 

William Coomes remained active in defense 

of the fort.   In 1782 he served with the Lincoln 

County Militia at Blue Licks under Capt. John 

Doherty.  He was a member of the militia led by Maj. 

George Rogers Clark in the battle at Vincennes, 

Indiana where the men swam across the river in the 

middle of the night for a surprise attack.  

On September 1, 1782 William Coomes was 

given grants of 3,000 acres of land northeast of 

present day Bardstown, from The Commonwealth of 

Virginia.  The Coomes family (my seventh generation 

grandparents) moved to their new residence and 

built a home.  In later years, Jane became blind.  She 

died April 25, 1816.  William died November 6, 1824. 

Frances Jane Coomes has been recognized as 

the “First School Teacher,” and the “First Salt 

Maker,” in Kentucky.  In 1955 she was honored by 

Delta Kappa Gamma, a University of Kentucky 

sorority.    A plaque was placed in Harrodsburg, 

Kentucky to honor her contributions.    

Elizabeth (Betty) Rose  Johnson 

 

Abraham Sharp 

 Abraham Sharp was born ca. 1744 in Bedford 

County, Virginia.  In 1774, he was listed as a member 

of Capt. Thomas Buford’s Volunteer Company, which 

was raised to drive back Indians on the western 

frontier.  In 1776-77, he served as a spy during an 

expedition against the Cherokee Indians.   

 On March 22, 1779, Abraham Sharp married 

Rebecca Armstrong, daughter of William Armstrong 

and Catherine McDonald Armstrong, in Bedford 

County, Virginia. 

 In September, 1784, Sharp obtained a land 

grant for 400 acres on the Salt River in Mercer 

County, Kentucky.  In that year, Sharp, his wife and 

children, moved from Virginia to the Kentucky 

frontier and settled in a cabin built on land located 

about four miles west of Salvisa.  They were part of a 

large group which included Armstrong and Sharp 

family members from Bedford County who came to 

live in the Salt River settlement of James and Robert 

McAfee.  The Sharp and Armstrong families were 

among the first members of the New Providence 

Presbyterian Church near Kirkwood in Mercer County.   

 In October, 1786, George Rogers Clark 

mounted an expedition against the Wabash Indians 

because of continuing Indian raids into Kentucky.  

Abraham Sharp joined Benjamin Logan’s company 

and participated in an attack along the Mad River.  

While Sharp was away, his home was attacked by 

Indians.  His wife, Rebecca, and their three oldest 

children (Katherine born 1780, Mary born 1782, and 

William born 1783) were taken captive.  Daughter 

Priscilla, born 1784, was being cared for by a neighbor 

and escaped captivity.  Rebecca Sharp’s sister was 

killed during the attack.   
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In August, 1787, Abraham Sharp went with 

Daniel Boone and Benjamin Logan to Limestone (now 

Maysville) where prisoners were exchanged at the 

consummation of the Treaty of Limestone.  Rebecca 

Sharp, Katherine, and William were returned.  A 

witness at the scene described Sharp as “deeply 

moved” when he saw his wife.  Daughter Mary was 

not returned at the time.  Several years later, Sharp 

was able to pay a ransom for her but she returned 

with him reluctantly and disappeared during the night 

while Sharp slept.  He was not able to find any trace 

of her after that.  (Draper Manuscripts)   

Rebecca and Abraham Sharp had five more 

children.  In May, 1794, daughter Katherine Sharp 

married her cousin, Solomon Sharp, in Mercer County 

and raised ten children.  Son William married Sally 

McMurtry in 1810 in Mercer County and had six 

children.   

Abraham Sharp remained active in local 

community affairs.  In January, 1788, he was 

appointed to a committee by a Mercer County Court 

to “view the best way” for a road from the mouth of 

Hammonds Creek to General Scott’s Ferry on the 

Kentucky River.  In January, 1789, he was appointed 

to a committee to “view the best way” for a road 

from the town of Warwick to meet a road to be 

cleared from Bardstown. 

Rebecca Sharp died ca. 1800 and Abraham 

Sharp died ca. 1827 in Mercer County.  Both were 

buried near Kirkwood where the DAR placed a patriot 

marker in Abraham’s honor.   

Abraham and Rebecca Sharp were this 

author’s fourth great-grandparents; Solomon and 

Katherine Sharp were my third great-grandparents.  

This line of descent comes through my father, William 

Gilbert Brown, Sr., who was born in Salvisa, Mercer 

County, near where the Sharp family first set down 

roots in Kentucky. 

Katherine L. House 

Benjamin Logan 

Benjamin Logan was born ca. 1743 in the 

Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, the son of David and 

Jane McKinley Logan, who were from Ireland.  The 

Logans first settled in Orange County, Virginia which 

later became Augusta Co., Virginia.  The date of his 

baptism was May 1, 1743.  After the death of his 

father in 1757, Benjamin, now 14 years of age, 

would become the caretaker for his family.  After 

becoming of age, he inherited the entire estate of his 

father.   

 By the summer of 1768, Benjamin had 

landholdings of close to 600 acres of land.  Near the 

Holston settlement a young woman named Ann 

Montgomery was to catch his eye.  She was the 

daughter of William and Jane Montgomery.  By the 

year 1772 they were married.  The couple was 

Presbyterian and friends of the Rev. Charles 

Cummings, who most likely 

officiated at their wedding.   

 The records show 

Benjamin Logan in the 

order books of the newly 

formed Fincastle County, 

with crops and land 

holdings.  By 1774, the 

governor of Virginia, Lord Dunsmore, had called the 

militia commanders in the valley to furnish men for a 

campaign against the Indians.  Benjamin Logan 

served as a sergeant.  By 1773, Virginia surveyors 

were in (Kentucky).  It was during this time that 

Logan made friends with Daniel Boone, Dr. Thomas 

Walker, and James Harrod, who were establishing 

the first settlements in this untamed wilderness.   

 On June 7, 1775, a survey was completed by 

John Floyd for Benjamin Logan, who had decided to 

move his family to the future state of Kentucky.  The 

initial 200 acres of land was located two miles from 

the Kentucky River on the branch of Floyd’s Creek.  

At this time, the total population of Kentucky was 
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about 300 people.  There were four settlements: St. 

Asaph’s, Boonesborough, Boiling Spring, and 

Harrodsburg.   

In 1776 Benjamin Logan, along with his wife 

and children, began the journey to their new home.  

On a snowy, March 8, 1776 afternoon, the family 

arrived at St. Asaph’s.  The Virginia Council had 

appointed a full set of militia officers for the Kentucky 

County.  Benjamin Logan and Daniel Boone were 

appointed Captains.  In 1777 Logan was 

commissioned as the sheriff. 

The fort was located at Buffalo Springs, west 

of what is now Stanford, in Lincoln County.  According 

to records, three blockhouses and a conventional 

cabin were constructed at the corners of the 

rectangle, which measured 150 by 90 feet.  There 

were seven cabins along the sides and gates at each 

end with stockading between the structures.  Among 

the notable occupants, in addition to the Logans, 

were William Whitley, Ben Pettit, William Manifee, 

George Clark, James Mason, Samuel Coburn, and 

their families.   

During the American Revolution, Benjamin 

Logan fought to keep the forts safe from Indian 

attacks.  He had established his own settlement (St. 

Asaph’s) now called Logan’s Fort.  More than once 

the inhabitants of the fort had to leave and seek the 

safety of the larger settlement in Harrodsburg.  An 

attack occurring on May 20, 1777, continued for 

nearly two weeks.  During the Indian attacks, the 

men of the forts and their wives took turns with the 

rifles.  It is documented that Esther Whitley, Ann 

Logan, and Jane Manifee were on the walls firing 

their guns, making the bullets, and caring for those 

who were injured.  During a period of quiet, the 

women went out from the fort to milk the cows, but 

the attack resumed and some of the accompanying 

men were hit.  After dark, Logan left the fort and 

carried the wounded Burr Harrison back to safety.  

(to be continued)                 Carole Ann Arnold Cornell 


